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Making a marriage –
Marriage Licences

at SoG and Elsewhere

Issued by the Church of England for priest to 
perform marriage without banns

Valid for 3 months

Date from at least earliest period of parish 
registers

Pre Hardwick Marriage Act of 1753 a 
marriage was still valid without banns or 
licence
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Why use them?

privacy

social status

Nonconformists avoided banns being called in an Anglican 
church. NB under Hardwick's Act 1754-1837 Marriages only in an 
Anglican church.

Speed - When there is no time to call banns eg soldiers & sailors 
on leave or single pregnant women

Ability to marry away from home parish - residential qualification 
of bride or groom or "Special" licence to marry elsewhere NB 
Special licences very rare. Some parishes very fashionable for 
marriages e.g. St George Hanover Square
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Hardwicke’s Marriage Act 
of 1753 

3

Does not note father’s names

Separate banns books 

Separate marriage registers from 1754         (recording status, whether by banns or licence   and signatures or marks of at least two witnesses)

Only Jews and Quakers exempt

Licensed Anglican churches

To prevent irregular or clandestine marriages
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“marrying places”
Free of the Bishop

*St James Dukes Place (1664 -1691 = 40,000 marriages) nb in 1686 the rector 
of St James Dukes Place was suspended for three years for marriages without 
banns or licence

*Holy Trinity Minories

St Botolph Aldgate

(After dissolution of the Priory of Holy Trinity land owned by the 
Priory formerly within the parish of St Botolph became a precinct 
and parish of HTM with the Priory chapel forming the new parish 
church. St JasDP claimed it was a liberty  because the Lord Mayor 
and Citizens of London were the Lords of the Manor) HTM and SJsDP 
accounted for half the wedding taking place in London before 1696. 

Tower of London

The Mint

Liberties of the Fleet Prison 

Taverns, alehouses and brandy shops

See also list of chapels in J S Burn  Registrum Ecclesiae 
Parochialis The History of the Parish Registers of England 1842 
and History of the Fleet Marriages
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Clamp down of 1690s 
encouraged Liberty of the 
Fleet
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DOCUMENTS 
ISSUED WITH 

LICENCE

1 Allegations

2 Bonds

3 Licence itself or occasionally a Register of 
Licences in Act Books
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INFORMATION 
CONTAINED 

(in addition to 
names of both 

parties)

a Bride or groom's status ie bachelor or spinster

b Place of residence

c Church(es) where the marriage may take place

d Age of both parties especially if minors ie under 21
(Where a minor is marrying the parent or guardian has 
to express permission for marriage to take place)

e Names & occupation of Bondsmen who may well 
be relatives
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Essex Marriage 
Licence 
Allegation
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BOND
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Essex Marriage 
Licence Bond
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Samuel Pettican X = Margt
Theedome, 19 August 1750 Birch, St 
Peter, Essex.

indexed on FindMypast & Ancestry  
Image only from Essex RO D/P 241/1/1

12
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DETERMINING 
ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION -

residential qualifications



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

Church Court Hierarchy

Peculiars

Crown, Cathedrals, Universities,

Manors, other Dioceses or Archdeaconries, Vicars or Archbishop

Archdeacon

Archdeaconry Court

in an Archdeaconry

Bishop

Consistory/Commissary Courts

in a Diocese

Archbishop

Vicar Generals

the Provinces of Canterbury or York

Archbishop of Canterbury

Faculty Office

Province or Canterbury AND York

Bishop & Mrs Proudie & Rev Obadiah Slope

Achdeacon Grantly & Rev Septimus Harding
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The country is divided into different 
areas of ecclesiastical jurisdiction:

1 Parish

2 Archdeaconry

3 Diocese

4 Province of York or Canterbury (Canterbury the senior of the two)

5 Peculiars
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Parish Map



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

Where did they live?

a One or both parties living the diocese in which the marriage is to 
take place - Licence is issued by the Chancellor/ Surrogate of that 
Diocese or the Vicar General of that Province

b Parties living in different dioceses and the marriage to take place in 
the diocese which is not one to which the applicant belongs - Licence 
issued by the Vicar General of the appropriate Province

c Parties Living in different Provinces - Licence issued by Faculty 
Office of the Archbishop of Canterbury
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LOCATING LICENCE INFORMATION
Most records are held in 
Diocesan Record Office 
which usually are also 
County Record Offices
See Jeremy Gibson's Bishops 
Transcripts & Marriage 
Licences which list published 
indexes and finding aids as 
well as original records. 
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London Metropolitan Archives Collection Catalogue 
(lma.gov.uk)

https://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/RESEARCH_GUIDES/web_detail_rg/SISN+35?SESSIONSEARCH
https://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/RESEARCH_GUIDES/web_detail_rg/SISN+35?SESSIONSEARCH
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EG - FOR A MARRIAGE TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE SOHAM AREA 
OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE SEARCH THE FOLLOWING COURT RECORDS

1 Archdeaconry Court of 
Sudbury

2 IN Diocese of Norwich
3 BORDERING PECULIARS OF 

Diocese of Ely
4 Vicar General of Canterbury
5 Faculty Office



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

Archdeaconry of Sudbury MLs
Harleian Society vols 69-72



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

ML Sources@SoG

ALL Printed Indexes

Unpublished MS Calendars on film or fiche

Typescript Indexes

Card Indexes

Films and digitised images  of Faculty Office & Vicar General Allegations 

Films and digitised images  original licences
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PRINTED CALENDARS FOR OTHER ECCLESIASTICAL 
JURISDICTIONS INCLUDE

Archdeaconry of Sudbury, Suffolk 1684-1839 
Harleian Society Vols 69-72

Leicestershire Marriage Licences abstracts of Bonds 
& Allegations ... 1570-1729. BRS Index Library Vol.38

Paver's Marriage Licences [Abstracts from the 
Archdiocese or Archbishop of York's Registry 1567-
1715 (gap 1646-59) made from registers long since 
vanished, Yorks Archaeological Soc. Vols 7, 9-14, 16-
17, 20,40,43 & 46]
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UNPUBLISHED MARRIAGE LICENCES CALENDARS & 
INDEXES INCLUDE:

Leicestershire Archdeaconry 
Marriage Licences 1749-1861. 
TS Calendar arranged by 
year and initial letter of 
surname

Essex Marriage Licences 
1665-1851. Includes all Essex 
MLs from Commissary of 
London for Essex & Herts and 
the Archdeaconries of 
Colchester & Essex
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Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Vicar General 

The Vicar General was the senior 
jurisdiction for issuing licences in the 
Province of Canterbury where both bride 
or groom lived in the Province –

Original Records at Lambeth Palace

SEE "Records of Marriage and Divorce in 
Lambeth Palace Library" by Melanie Barber 
which appeared on page 109 of issue 4 of 
volume 20 of "Genealogists' Magazine". 

MF  Calendars 1706-1838 (MF 893-
898)
MF  and digitised images of Original 
Allegations 1660-1851 
Extracts 1660-1679 Harleian Society 
Vol.23
Indexes  1660-1694 Harleian Society 
vols 31-34
SoG indexes on SoG Explore and 
Findmypast 1694-1851 (note indexed 
by surname only)
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Vicar General 
Marriage Licence Allegations

images from FamilySearch Catalogue 



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

Archbishop of Canterbury’s
Faculty Office

The Faculty Office issued 
licences where parties lived 
in different provinces

MF Calendars 1706/7-1845 
(MF 899-903)
MF & Digitised images of  
Allegations
Extracts 1543-1869 Harleian 
Society Vol.24
Calendars 1632-1714 British 
Record Society Vol.33
Indexed 1694-1850 on SoG 
Explore & Findmypast
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Faculty Office 
Marriage Licence Allegation 

Images from FamilySearch Catalogue
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Faculty Office & 
Vicar General 
Allegations 
order digital 
copies via SoG 
shop
(discount code 
in members area)
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Consent for marriage

Touching letter from future 
father-in-law produced as 
evidence for Joseph Carles 
to marry Elizabeth Milliquet
noted amongst Vicar 
General Documents
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Alexander Bell = Rebecca Birk St Martin in Fields 14 Oct 1775,by 
Licence, BL[ Bishop of London]  (FMP)
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BoL Bond and Allegation 13 Oct 1775 (Ancestry)
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ORIGINAL LICENCE MATERIAL
20,000 original licences for London 
area churches were collected 
from parish chests etc by F A Crisp 
and were bound into over 200 
volumes. The bulk of the original 
volumes are now at the IHGS but 
some were bought or given to the 
SoG after they were dispersed. 
Those held by the IHGS are 
indexed on Ancestry

Abstracts were made of all these 
licences giving all the 
genealogical information. Copies 
of the Abstracts are held at the 
IHR IHGS & SoG 

Indexes were made for the period 
pre 1800 & 1800-1837, The SoG has 
completed the post 1800 period 
see MX/R 335-341
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Marriage Licences online

Findmypast
Archbishop of Canterbury Faculty and Vicar 
General, Yorkshire, Cheshire, Lincolnshire, 
Salisbury (Sarum)

Ancestry London, Surrey and many published printed 
indexes

FamilySearch
Cheshire, Durham*,Norfolk*, Yorkshire*

Images of original records from local 
archives via catalogue

52
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NB does NOT include those Yorkshire MLs 1557-1640, 1660-1674 indexed and lost

By William Paver published in Yorks Archaeological Journal
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16 August 1598.
This day appeared personally before me, the said Doctor 
Stanhope, William Giddy of the parish of Stepney in the county 
of Middlesex, mariner, being a widower and aged about 36 
years and he alleges he intends to marry one Marion 
Lawrence of the same parish, spinster, aged about 32 years, 
the natural daughter of Richard Lawrence of Huelfield (sic) in 
the county of Gloucester, yeoman. Then likewise appeared 
personally, Catherine Pinnock, the wife of Thomas Pinnock of 
the same parish, being the cousin germane of the said Marion 
Lawrence and she alleges that she (has spoken with Thomas 
Lawrence, the said Marion Lawrence's own brother and that he 
told her that his father, Richard Lawrence, was well content 
with this foresaid intended marriage). The said Marion 
Lawrence has dwelt with her these two years and her father, 
being living in Gloucestershire, a very old man and of mean 
estate, has placed her in London where she has lived years 
and is now willing to prefer her in marriage, leaving her to her 
own choice. And they desire to be married in the parish church 
of Stepney aforesaid, where both the abovenamed parties are 
dwelling.

William Gidde [signs]
The mark of Marion Lawrence. The mark of Catherine Pinnock.?
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?

Richard LAWRENCE of 
“Huelfield” Goucs, yeoman, 

a very old man of mean 
estate

Marion LAWRENCE b c 1566 
aged abt 32 in 1598, 

spinster of Stepney  = 
William Giddy b c 1562 

aged abt 36 in 1598, widow, 
mariner of Stepney 

Thomas LAWRENCE

?

Catherine ?(Cousin 
German) = Thomas 

PINNOCK                         
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Boyds Marriage Index 
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Marriage Settlement of 
Mr Batson with Miss Smart August 1781

There is no place where marriage settlements or 
other such original and personal family 
documents might be deposited. This settlement 
outlines a form of pre nuptial agreement between 
the families. FamilySearch and Ancestry show the 
marriage by licence of Robert Batson (widower of 
“St Annes Middlesex”) and Mary Smart at St 
Dunstans and All Saints, Stepney on 16 August 1781. 
There is a Faculty Office Marriage Licence for this 
marriage issued by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
on 14th August and indexed by the Society on SoG 
Data Online & the Findmypast website. 

Altogether these documents shed light on the 
practice of marriage in the 18th century. 



Society of Genealogists                                                                                                      www.sog.org.uk

Significant Dates

1821 Registers of places like the Fleet 
purchased by the Government and 
deposited in the Registry of the 
Bishop of London. J S Burn became  
the registrar of these records in 1831.

1822 Modifications of Hardwick. Signed 
affidavits before banns called to be 
kept in parish chest. Oaths sworn 
before licence granted. Evidence of 
age  produced. Rise in clandestine 
trips to Scotland

1823 Affidavits repealed. Residential 
qualification reduced to 15 days. 
Bonds no longer required 
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New Marriage Act 1823 celebrated 
and commemorated

John Frill and Ann Boke aged 21

“that is right says the Parson amen 
says the clerk“
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Expensive
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Marriage search strategy
Registers

PR where child baptised
PR of mother’s family parish
PR of father’s family parish
Immediate neighbouring parishes

Finding aids
Family Search
Digitised and Indexed registers
County Marriage Indexes
Boyd’s Marriage Index
Pallot’s Marriage Index (printed registers etc 1780-1837)
Phillimore Marriage Register Transcripts published on the Genealogist

Supplementary Documents
Licences/Banns

Try London
Vicar General/Faculty Office Marriage Licences
Bishop of London & Lower Court Marriage Licences
Pallot (London 1800-37)
Boyd pre 1754
Fleet Registers
Chapels used by licensees of the Bishop of London (Burn)
Deposited records RG4-8
RC Embassy Chapels 
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Wales & Ireland

Indexes to the Consistory of St David's 
Bonds, Fiats  and some Licences in  
West Wales Historical Records Vols 3-12

Bethams's abstracts from the 
Prerogative Court of Armagh Marriage 
Licences 1629-1810 (MF 324-5 & 326-
331)
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